32 / 3^ poinhs 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS 
TUVWXYZabcdefghijklmno 
PQRSTuvwxYZabcdefghijklmnop 
qrstuvwxyzo 123456789 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS 

TUVWXYZahcdefghijklmnopqr 
stuvwxy\o 1 2 ^4 ^ 6y 8() 



What am I trying to 
say? What words will 
express it? What image 

or idiom will make it clearer? Is 
this image fresh enough to have 
an efFed? Could I put it more 
shortly? Have I said anything 

that is avoidably ugly? But you are not oblig- 
ed to go to all this trouble. You can shirk it 
by simply throwing your mind open and 
letting the ready-made phrases come crowd- 
ing in. The will conftruft your sentences for you — even 
think your thoughts for you, to a certain extent - and at 
need they will perform the important service of partially 
concealing your meaning even from yourself It is at this 
point that the fecial connexion between politics and the debase- 
ment of language becomes clear. In our time it is broadly true that 
political writing is bad writing. Where it is not true, it will gener- 
ally be found that the writer is some kind of rebel, expressing his 
private opinions and not a 'party line'. Orthodoxy, of whatever colour, seems to 
demand a lifeless, imitative ftyle. The political dialefts to be found in pamphlets, 
leading articles, manifestoes. White papers and the fjseeches of undersecretaries 
do, of course, vary from party to party, but they are all alike in that one almost 
never finds in them a fresh, vivid, homemade turn of i|5eech. When one watches some 
tired hack on the platform mechanically repeating the familiar phrases - beftial, atroci- 
ties, iron heel, bloodstained tyranny, free peoples of the world, ftand shoulder to shoulder 
— one often has a curious feeling that one is not watching a live human being but some 
kind of dummy: a feeling which suddenly becomes stronger at moments when the light catches the 
^eaker' s ^edacles and turns them into blank discs which seem to have no eyes behind them. And 
this is not altogether fanciful. A ^eaker who uses that kind of phraseology has gone some di^ance 
toward turning himself into a machine. The appropriate noises are coming out of his larynx, but his 
bram is not involved as it would be if he were choosing his words for himself. If the ^eecb he is making is one that 
he IS accuilomed to make over and over again, be may be almoit unconscious of what he is saying, as one is when 
one utters the re^onses in church. And this reduced itate of consciousness, if not indi^Jiensable, is at any rate fa- 
vourable to political conformity. In our time, political ijieech and writing are largely the defence of the indefensible. 
Things like the continuanee of Bntish rule in India, the Russian purges and deportations, the dropping of the atom bombs on Japan, 
can indeed be defended, but only by arguments whieh arc too brutal for moil people to face, and which do not square with the profess- 
ed aims of the political parties. Thus political language has to consist largely of euphemism., que&on-bcgging and sheer cloudy vague- 
ness. Defenceless villages arc bombarded from the air the inhabitants dnven out into the eountiyside, the cattle machine-gunned, the 
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Never me a metaphor, 
simile, or other ji^re of 
^eech which you are med 

to seeing in print. Never us a long 
word where a short one will do. If it 
is possible to cut a word out, always 
cut it out. Never use the passive where 

you can me the aBive. Never me a foreign phrase, 
a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can 
think, of an everyday English equivalent. Break, 
any of these rules sooner than say anything out- 
right harharom. These rules sound elementary, and so they are, 
hut they demand a deep change of attitude in anyone who has 
grown used to writing in the Byle now fashionable. One could 
keep all of them and Bill write had English, hut one could not 
write the kind of Buff that I quoted in those five Specimens at the begin- 
ning of this article. I have not here been considering the literary me of 
language, but merely language as an inMrumentfor expressing and not for 
concealing or preventing thought. Stuart Chase and others have come near 
to claiming that all ahHraB words are meaningless, and have med this as a pretext for 
advocating a kind of political quietism. Since you don 't know what Fascism is, how can 
you Brugge againii Fascism ? One need not swallow such absurdities as this, but one 
ought to recogmT^ that the present political chaos is conneBed with the decay of language, 
and that one can probably hrmg about some improvement by Starting at the verbal end. If you 
simplify your English, you are freed from the worSfoUies of orthodoxy. You cannot Speak, any of 
the necessary dialeBs, and when you make a Stupid remark, its Stupidity wiU be obvious, even to 
yourself. Political language — and with variations this u true of all political parties, from Conserv- 
atives toAnarchiUs- is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respeBahle, and to give an appear- 
ance of solidity to pure wind. One cannot change this all in a moment, hut one can at leaH change one's oivn 
habits, and from time to time one can even, if one -jeers loudly enough, send some worn-out and useless phrase 
- some jackboot, AchiUes ' heel, hotbed, melting pot, acid teSt, veritabh inferno, or other lump of verbal refuse - 
into the duBhtn, where it belongs. MoU peopU who bother with the matter at all would admit that the English language is ma 
bad way, but it is generally assumed that we cannot by conscious oBion do anything about it Our civtllT^tton is decadent and 
our language — so the argument runs -muB inevitably share in the general collapse. It follows that any Bruggle againB the 
abuse of language is a sentimental archaum, like preferring candles to eleBnc light or hansom cabs to aeroplanes. Underneath 
this li&s the half-conscwm belief that lan^iage is a natural ^owlh and not <m instrument which ue shape for ourmun purposes. Noi/i, it is dear 
that the decline of a tankage muSl ultimately have political and economic causes: it is not due simply to the bad influence of this or that individual 
Ljriter. But an effeB can become a cause, reinforcing the onginal cause and producing the same cffeB in an intensifted form, and so on indefnitely. 
A man may take to drink, because he feels himself to be a failure, and then fail all the more completely because he dnnks. It is rather the same thing 
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